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Dear Parents: 

 

Our fourth and final book discussion of the year will be held on Thursday, April 26
th

 at the library in the 

Hauppauge Middle School from 5:45 until 7:00 pm.  

 

Students are asked to select one book to read prior to the Book Chat on April 26
th

.  A summary of each text 

that has been chosen for the Book Chat can be found on the reverse side of this letter to guide students in 

making their selection. All participants will be responsible for obtaining their own books and reading the 

book prior to the Book Chat session in order that they may share their thoughts and feelings about the 

text.  

 

The Book Chat can be attended by any student within our district and one relative who would like to share this 

experience. While adult participation is an option, it is certainly not mandatory. Any student may select a book 

and attend the discussion on his/her own since each chat will be a chaperoned event. 

  

Teachers, administrators, and staff members will be volunteering to serve as facilitators of the discussions and 

will create topics and questions to be addressed during the “Book Chat.” Additional comments and questions 

are encouraged from participants to generate a dynamic conversation. Students are invited to bring a snack for 

themselves to create a cordial environment and prepare for the hour-long discussion.  

 

In an effort to keep the hour-long session engaging and focused on the text being discussed, students will 

be encouraged to keep all cell phones carefully stored away to keep distractions to a minimum.   

 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 761-8321. I am certain that the 

conversations will prove to be a wonderful addition to this learning community. 

 

Respectfully, 
 

Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D.  

 

Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D. 

Director of English Language Arts 

 

 

Please complete the form attached to this letter and return it to your child’s English teacher by 

Monday, April 23
rd

    

BY SPECIAL INVITATION ~ All 5
th

 grade students who will be attending the 

Hauppauge Middle School next year are invited to participate in our final MS book 

chat. Please submit the attached form to your classroom teacher as soon as possible 

and begin reading one of the books listed. We hope you can make it! Dr. Michael 



 
 

______I am interested in joining my child for the “Book Chat” on April 26
th

     
 

______My child is interested in joining the “Book Chat” by him/herself. 

 

Please check off your book selection:  

 
• Undefeated by Steve Sheinkin - ____  

 
• Ghost by Jason Reynolds - ____    

 

• Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti Bowling - ____     

 
             

Student’s Name_____________________         Parent’s Name____________________ 

 

English Teacher_____________________         Phone Contact____________________ 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

BOOK CHAT #4                                Thursday, April 26, 2018 (5:45-7:00pm) 
 

 

Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indians Football Team by Steve 

Sheinkin (Non-Fiction) 
Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team is an astonishing underdog 

sports story—and more. It’s an unflinching look at the U.S. government’s violent persecution of 

Native Americans and the school that was designed to erase Indian cultures. Expertly told by three-

time National Book Award finalist Steve Sheinkin, it’s the story of a group of young men who 

came together at that school, the overwhelming obstacles they faced both on and off the field, and 

their absolute refusal to accept defeat. 

 

 

Ghost by Jason Reynolds (Fiction)  
Running. That’s all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. But Ghost has been 

running for the wrong reasons—it all started with running away from his father, who, when Ghost 

was a very little boy, chased him and his mother through their apartment, then down the street, with 

a loaded gun, aiming to kill. Since then, Ghost has been the one causing problems—and running 

away from them—until he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist who sees something in Ghost: 

crazy natural talent. If Ghost can stay on track, literally and figuratively, he could be the best 

sprinter in the city. Can Ghost harness his raw talent for speed, or will his past finally catch up to 

him? 

 

 

Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti Bowling (Fiction)  
Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an alligator wrestling match, or a wildfire 

in Tanzania, but the truth is she was born without them. And when her parents take a job running 

Stagecoach Pass, a rundown western theme park in Arizona, Aven moves with them across the 

country knowing that she’ll have to answer the question over and over again. Her new life takes an 

unexpected turn when she bonds with Connor, a classmate who also feels isolated because of his 

own disability, and they discover a room at Stagecoach Pass that holds bigger secrets than Aven 

ever could have imagined. It’s hard to solve a mystery, help a friend, and face your worst fears. But 

Aven’s about to discover she can do it all . . . even without arms. 


